
 

 

Call for papers: the Global Asset Registry 
workshop – Paris, July 1-2 

Wealth inequality poses serious risks to economies, to societies more broadly, and to 
the functioning of democracies. And yet the actual magnitude of wealth inequality is 
unknown because of the deep financial secrecy that surrounds it.  

Thomas Piketty’s 2014 book, Capital in the Twenty-First Century, called for a global asset 
registry (GAR) to ensure that policymakers and the public had access to data on the 
full wealth distribution. Gabriel Zucman’s The Hidden Wealth of Nations added further 
support for such a registry. 

The GAR has therefore been proposed to provide the missing wealth data. Such a 
registry would not only allow wealth inequality to be measured and understood, it 
would also facilitate well-informed public and policymaker discussions on the desired 
degree of inequality, and support appropriate taxation to reduce inequality and its 
negative consequences. In addition, a registry would also prove a vital tool against 
illicit financial flows, by ending impunity for hiding and using the proceeds of crime 
and corruption, and for removing legitimate income and profits from the economy in 
which they arise for tax purposes. 

The Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation 
(ICRICT) held a conference in New York in September of 2018 to discuss a roadmap 
to a GAR, as described in this declaration published on 25 March 2019. 

Based on these initial steps, ICRICT, the World Inequality Lab project, Tax Justice 
Network, and Transparency International are co-hosting a workshop to develop the 
framework for a Global Asset Registry in Paris on July 1-2. 

The organisers wish to invite original, high-quality papers for presentation on: 

https://www.icrict.com/press-release/2019/3/25/icrictnew-paper-a-roadmap-for-a-global-asset-registry-measuring-and-tackling-inequality-curbing-tax-avoidance-tax-evasion-corruption-and-illicit-financial-flows


 What would the ideal GAR look like, long-term? (be creative, think big) 
 What registries on hard assets (real estate, art, gold, etc) do we have and what 

could be improved? How much information do they register and disclose on 
beneficial owners? 

 What registries on intangibles (securities, crypto-currencies) do we have and 
what could be improved? How much information do they register and disclose 
on beneficial owners? 

 Publicity vs confidentiality: who should have access to the GAR information? 
Should it depend on whether the owner is a public figure? Should aggregate 
data (a person’s total wealth) be public? 

 What would the GAR be useful for? 

 

Please submit abstracts of up to 500 words, along with the required supporting 
information, using our online application form (which would be shared shortly) by 
May 15, 2019. The review panel will communicate decisions in May 31, 2019. Final 
papers will be due by June 2019. 

Financial support may be available for speakers. Please indicate with your 
submission if you would require support to be able to attend. This workshop will 
take place in English only. 

For any queries, please email Andres Knobel (andres@taxjustice.net) and Tommaso 
Faccio (icrictsecretariat@gmail.com). 
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