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DRAFT – May 18, 2015 

 

 

 

Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation 

Expanding the debate on taxing global profits 

 
HOTEL ACCADEMIA 

2 JUNE, 2015, 17:00-20:30 

TRENTO, ITALY 

RATIONALE 

 

The Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation (ICRICT) 

is a group of public intellectuals from around the world who believe that, at this moment in 

history, there is both an urgent need and an unprecedented opportunity to bring about 

significant reform of the international corporate taxation system.  

 

The Commission is chaired by José Antonio Ocampo and includes Eva Joly, Rev. Suzanne 

Matale, Manuel Montes, Léonce Ndikumana, Ifueko Omoigui Okauru, Govinda Rao, 

Magdalena Sepúlveda, and Joseph Stiglitz. 

 

The first meeting of the Commission was held in New York on 18-19 March, 2015 and 

included Expert presentations from various stakeholders in the business, academic, labor, 

investment, governmental and civil society sectors. Based on this input and further 

discussions, the Commission will issue the ICRICT Declaration at the end of May, 2015. The 

Commission now seeks to disseminate and discuss the ICRICT Declaration through public 

engagement to encourage wider participation and debate on the international corporate tax 

system.  

 

The Trento Economics Festival (Festival dell’Economia di Trento) first began in 2006 to 
enable and facilitate discussions between economists and the public and to make economics 

accessible to everyone. The theme of this year’s Festival is Social Mobility. Our broken system 

of taxing global corporate profits is an important contributor to growing inequality, which is often 

inversely related to social mobility. The global corporate tax system impacts everyone, but the 

reform conversation has been limited to closed door technical discussions dominated by 

special interests. Given the overlaps in theme and purpose, the ICRICT Commission seeks to 

join the Festival to enrich the discussion surrounding international corporate tax reform. 

     

 

EVENT CONCEPT 

 

This event will feature a panel discussion of selected ICRICT Commissioners to introduce 

the purpose and work of the Commission as well as the major concerns and findings of the 

Commission with specific policy recommendations for reform with responses from global 

economists and civil society and labor leaders. Commissioners will deliver presentations on 

the following topics: 

 

http://www.icrict.org/the-commission/
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1. The need for reform of the international corporate tax system and its impacts on 

various constituencies. 

 

2. Major areas for Reform as detailed in the ICRICT Declaration: 

a. Foundational principles in taxing multinational corporations 

b. Transparency  

c. Curbing tax competition through international cooperation and institutional 

reforms  

 

 

ICRICT has been developed by a ‘Preparatory Group’ comprised of individuals representing 

the following organizations: ActionAid UK; Alliance Sud; CCFD-Terre Solidaire; Christian 

Aid; Council for Global Unions; Global Alliance for Tax Justice; Oxfam; Public Services 

International; Tax Justice Network; and the World Council of Churches. 

 

Agenda: 

 
17:00-18:00 Welcome Reception  

18:00-18:05 Moderator’s introduction of the Panelists 

 

18:05-18:15 Mr. José Antonio Ocampo, Introduction of ICRICT and findings 

 

18:15-18:25 Ms. Eva Joly, The urgency for reform of the international corporate tax system 

and its impacts on various stakeholders 

 

18:25-18:35 Mr. Joseph Stiglitz, Reforming the foundational principles in taxing 

multinational corporations 

 

18:35-18:45 Ms. Jayati Ghosh, Response 

 

18:45-18:55 Ms. Rosa Pavanelli, Response 

 

18:55-19:25 Q & A 

 

19:25-19:30 Conclusion: Mr. José Antonio Ocampo 

 

Panelists: 

Ms. Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University 

Ms. Eva Joly, Member of the European Parliament, Vice-Chair of the Special Committee on 

Tax rulings 

Mr. José Antonio Ocampo, ICRICT Chair; Former United Nations Under-Secretary 

General, Former Minister of Finance of Colombia, Currently Professor, Columbia University 

Ms. Rosa Pavanelli, Secretary-General, Public Services International 

Mr. Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize winning Economist, University Professor, Columbia 

University. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jawaharlal_Nehru_University

